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Clay, thank you very much for saying those nice things about me.  I hope to have an opportunity to return the favor some day.  

In fact, I will do that now.  All of us at the Maritime Administration are grateful to you for your enormous contributions in bringing This “World Maritime Day” celebration to New York City.  I know you were an early, and essential, ally in this effort.  Businesses, government, NGOs-- we all focus on “results” today, and it is abundantly clear that this event, this celebration of the industry we serve, is a great success.  

· Mr. Secretary General, Admiral Crea, Distinguished Guests and Leaders Of The Global Maritime Enterprise, I bring greetings from President George W. Bush, Secretary of Transportation Mary Peters, and Maritime Administrator Sean Connaughton.  Sean is in Oslo today, addressing the Oslo Conference on Maritime Security.
· Congratulations to the North American Maritime Ministry Association for arranging this observance.  NAMMA’s good work reaches world-wide, and it is exciting for me to be here to see the launch of the North American Marine Environment Protection Association.
· Those of us who sail the world’s oceans are well aware that we all share one environment.  When some people talk about putting environmental hazards “someplace else”, we know there is no place else, that all parts of the world are connected.
· The role and responsibility of the United States in Global Shipping does not fall to us because we own the largest merchant fleet—far from it!  That honor, as most of you know, falls to our friends the Greeks.  But the United States economy is a very important driver on the world trade scene, and we still have an important role to play in international organizations.
· The United States is the world’s largest economy, and our trade is still growing rapidly.  Our nation’s ports deliver over $2 trillion dollars in international trade value and over $18 billion in industry fees and taxes each year.  Trade in this country depends on an efficient U.S. port system.

· But goods movement in the U.S. is not an easy task.  Our ports and waterways handle more than 2.5 billion Tons of trade annually and that volume is projected to double infrastructure in the next decade.  
· Already there is strain on our transportation infrastructure, at our ports, and throughout the transportation system. The increase coupled with aging infrastructure causes congestion in our transportation system, which also adds pollution to our air and our water.
· Unchecked congestion at America's seaports -- whether marine- or landside-related -- can slow international trade and create negative global economic consequences for America's trading partners . . . the international business community . . . foreign economies and their citizenry.  We also know that congestion in the U.S. transportation network affects business and operations for many of you.  

· Addressing the congestion in our transportation system is a top priority in the Bush Administration, and especially at the Department of Transportation.  We have a six-point strategy to mitigate congestion.  Just two weeks ago, I had the honor of representing the Department at the signing ceremony for the Southern California National Freight Gateway Cooperation Agreement. That agreement formed a coalition to target major freight bottlenecks in Southern California, and help stakeholders achieve solutions that relieve congestion.  Southern California is a critical focus for national action, and the future health and welfare of Southern California depends on clearing the air and growing the economy.  Improving the transportation of freight through Southern California will lead to significant progress in meeting both of these goals. 
· Signatories to the agreement include not only DOT,  but also California’s Business, Transportation and Housing Agency, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the National Marine Fisheries Service, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, California Environmental Protection Agency, California Resources Agency, California Air Resources Board, California Department of Transportation, Southern California Association of Governments, South Coast Air Quality Management District, regional transportation authorities, and the Cities of Los Angeles and Long Beach.  Participants will focus first on improving processes in environmental review and in making key transportation improvement recommendations.
· At the Maritime Administration, we have refocused our efforts to address port and shoreside transportation development through Gateway offices.  These offices will provide my agency with a presence on the ground at each location and will help those of us in Washington to develop . . . implement . . . and ascertain how our agency’s policies are affecting the flow of cargo through America’s ports all the way through to all their many destinations.

· Many in the international community have expressed concern over the United States’ concentration on security in the past six years.  In the balancing of the interests of security and those of commerce, the Department of Transportation is often the advocate for the interests of commerce, and the interests of free-flowing transportation and trade.  One result of the heightened interest in security over the past few years has been the rapid development of tracking systems, which will also serve the interests of commerce and of environmental protection.  The SAFE Port Act requires the Secretary of the Treasury to oversee the establishment of the International Trade Data System to eliminate redundant data requirements for international trade.  The goal of this system is to create a single window, where import and export reporting can be done through a single electronic filing.  This is not a new endeavor—it grew from a Customs and Border Protection project.  What’s new in this act is that all federal agencies that require documentation for clearing or licensing in imports and exports will have to participate in this one system.  While this is measure is part of security legislation, it should also have the effect of streamlining commerce.

· Much of the work on Maritime Domain Awareness involves integrating existing programs and technologies.  There are already tens of thousands of sensors in the waters in and around the United States, gathering scientific, security, or other kinds of information.  The Coast Guard and IMO already require Automatic Identification System technology to be fitted aboard international voyaging ships of 300 or more gross tonnage.  The Maritime Safety and Security Information System, developed for the U.S. Navy, can also be integrated into an overall system.  
· The most important role and responsibility for the United States in global shipping is a role we all have—that of being good global citizens.  I think I join with many global citizens in saying this gathering, this celebration today is a great accomplishment, but more than that, it is a beginning.  The founding of the North American Marine Environment Protection Association will be a crowning achievement today, but it, too, is a beginning—a great beginning.  Today is a great day, and I thank you for making me a part of it.
