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Ladies and gentlemen,

When it was conceived, some 30 years ago, World Maritime Day was intended to provide a common opportunity for IMO Member Governments, the Secretariat and international organizations concerned to give due and deserving publicity to the Organization and its work.  The marking of the Day was also to provide Member Governments and organizations with the opportunity to organize suitable events, focusing on a specific theme chosen every year by the IMO Council, at various capitals and maritime centres all over the world.

It, therefore, gives me great pleasure to be with you and to welcome you here today as you observe World Maritime Day and to be able to add my voice to those of the other distinguished speakers who will address you on what is perhaps the most important issue facing mankind today – indeed, perhaps the first ever truly global threat from which no-one is immune and to which no-one can turn a blind eye.

In the light of the current concerns over climate change and the state of our global environment, the decision of the IMO Council to select environmental issues to take centre stage this year as the theme for World Maritime Day was both timely and appropriate.  The theme has been the centrepiece in a host of activities and initiatives that we have been undertaking to educate people; increase their awareness about the true, and deteriorating, state of the planet; and help us all to become responsible citizens, in the fullest sense of the expression.

Ladies and gentlemen, it is only very recently that we have really begun to understand that the planet which sustains us and gives us life, is a fragile entity and that our actions can, and do, have massive repercussions. That the earth and its resources do not belong to us and are not ours to squander without thought for the future is not proving an easy lesson for us to learn, but we are gradually succeeding – or, at least, waking up to the enormity of the task that confronts us.
The environmental credentials of every country and industry are now under sharper scrutiny than ever before. The pressure is mounting for every potential polluter, every user of energy and every conspicuous contributor to climate change and global warming to clean up their act and adopt greener practices. The transport industry is no exception to such scrutiny and pressure; indeed, it seems to attract more than its fair share of attention in this regard – certainly enough to ensure that environmental concerns are now high on the agenda in all of its sectors.

Statistics reveal that, of all modes of transport, shipping is the least environmentally damaging when its productive value is taken into consideration. The vast quantity of grain required to make the world’s daily bread, for example, could not be transported any other way than by ship. Both the economic and environmental costs of using, say, airfreight, would be exorbitantly high. 

IMO’s environmental work in recent years has covered a remarkably broad canvas. As well as dealing with pollution from ships by oil, noxious liquid substances carried in bulk, harmful substances carried by sea in packaged form, sewage, garbage and the prevention of atmospheric pollution from ships, it now embraces issues as diverse as preparedness for, and response to, marine pollution, the management of the dumping of wastes at sea, the use of harmful paints and coatings on ships’ hulls, the inadvertent carriage of microscopic aquatic life forms around the world in ships’ ballast water, the removal of shipwrecks that may constitute a danger to navigation or an environmental threat and the dismantling and disposal of ships once their economic lifetime has come to an end. Measures have been, or are being, developed to deal with all of these and many more of the hazards that shipping might pose to the global environment – so that the industry can continue, safely and cleanly, to serve the needs, both basic and sophisticated, of an ever-increasing world population. 

But of all the threats to our environment today, perhaps the most significant concerns atmospheric pollution and the associated phenomena of climate change and global warming. Whether we like it or not, there is no avoiding the fact that the modern world is utterly dependent on motorized transport systems that run largely on fossil fuels. Moreover, it is also a fact of life that the use of fossil fuels carries an environmental burden. 

The most comprehensive assessment to date of the contribution made by international shipping to climate change is contained in the IMO Study on greenhouse gas (or GHG) emissions from ships published in June 2000.  While demonstrating that shipping was responsible for only 1.8% of the total volume of CO2 emissions, the study has also identified a number of areas in which there is considerable potential for further reduction of CO2 emissions from ships, such as optimization of hull shape, hull maintenance, propeller design and maintenance, fuel choices, machinery monitoring, vessel trim, engine performance, propeller pitch and rudder angles; while also suggesting appropriate routeing measures.

The study is now being updated, under the auspices of our Maine Environment Protection Committee, which has also adopted a work plan with a timetable for IMO’s future work on further limiting and reducing gas emissions from ships. This will ensure that the Organization maintains its leading position as the regulator for international shipping, co‑operating closely with Governments, industry, civil society and relevant UN bodies and, thus, demonstrating that unilateral action, either on a regional or national level, is unnecessary, in the area of atmospheric pollution as well.  For it is essential that these issues are tackled at a truly international level.
Although shipping may be responsible for only a relatively small contribution of CO2 emissions compared to other sources, particularly when the productive value of the activity (that is, the volume of cargo transported over long distances) is taken into account, the favourable statistics have not stopped us seeking better results and IMO continues to work, with all parties concerned, towards ensuring further reductions. 

We are, therefore, thoroughly engaged in, and fully committed to, playing our role in achieving environmentally-sustainable development as one of the Millennium Development Goals adopted by the world’s leaders at the dawn of the new century.

All in all, while there is no doubt that the shipping industry, and IMO, still have more to do in response to today’s environmental challenges, there is, nevertheless, an impressive track record of continued environmental awareness, concern, sensitivity, action, response and overall success on the part of the Organization and the maritime community and industry, and this deserves to be recognized.

The fact that IMO has, over the years, been able to adopt a wide range of measures to prevent and control pollution caused by ships and to mitigate the effects of any related damage is proof of the firm determination of Governments and the industry to reduce, to the barest minimum, the impact that shipping may have on our environment.  

There remain, however, serious concerns at the slow pace of ratification of IMO’s environmental conventions and my worries in this area are threefold: first, that by not bringing IMO instruments into force at a reasonable time after their adoption, their implementation is delayed, thereby depriving the environment of their beneficial effects; second, that any further delay in tackling the issues regulated by such instruments may spur the unnecessary unilateral or regional measures by individual countries or groups of countries that I have already referred to, with all the attendant negative repercussions associated with such actions; and, third, that any further prolongation of the situation may lead to ambiguities, which, in the final analysis, may count against seafarers, the maritime industry and the environment.

***

Ladies and gentlemen,

The protection of the environment is something that can be, and must be, addressed by all. The work of IMO and others – including all those individuals who are engaged daily in maritime transport – is only really effective if the measures we adopt and the innovations and improvements we work hard to introduce are widely accepted and implemented by all of us. Everybody engaged in shipping, no matter who they are, can, and must, do their bit to make a difference and, thereby, ensure that both the image and reality of the industry are as they deserve to be – held in the highest esteem of global society. For, when it comes to the environment, what we do, what you do, every day, really does matter.

The persistent and consistent efforts of Governments and industry alike, wisely guided by IMO during the past half century, have borne fruit to the extent that the industry now offers an increasingly better service, with major reductions in accidents and casualties at sea and marine pollution from ships. 

As a result, the poor image from which shipping once suffered is now ripe for change. Shipping today  is an industry with good, and improving, credentials on safety, security and environmental protection; characterized by a high sense of corporate responsibility; eager to contribute to world efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, in particular those that aim at sustainable development; caring, sensitive to criticism and prompt and ready to improve its performance so that it may become even better – determined to continue striving for quality in all its manifestations; and committed to working harmoniously with others (including Governments and international governmental and non-governmental organizations) to enhance its overall performance and improve its image.
It is, quite simply, the industry that feeds us, keeps us warm and gives us light.

The maritime community, like everyone else, has a duty towards the protection and preservation of this beautiful planet, which, it seems to me, we have neglected for too long. And I, for one, do not wish to see it stand accused of failing in this duty.

IMO’s work in response to current environmental challenges must, therefore, be part of a broad-based effort in which everyone has a responsibility and everyone has a role to play, a concept precisely reflected in the well-known environmental call to action “think globally – act locally”. And, in the long term, society will need to address its own priorities and understand that nothing comes for nothing and that there will be prices and sacrifices that we must be prepared to pay and make, for the greater good of all.

Thank you.
__________
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