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November 25, 2007
Dear Friend of Mariners,

Never in the history of seafaring has the job of seafarers been more demanding.  Smaller crews, increased regulations and their enforcement have stretched the resources of seafarers.  Add to this the increased criminalization of seafarers, plus TWIC and you begin to see the need for greater services to them.  Only port chaplains can provide these services.

Some 150 chaplains and port ministries in North America serve the needs of seafarers on a daily basis within an ecumenical network, the North American Maritime Ministry Association.  NAMMA brings a number of resources to support these chaplains: advocacy, public relations and training.

With the industry increasingly looking at transparency and corporate social responsibility, seafarer’s welfare is even more important than ever.  

· Port chaplains provide an enormous service to the industry, in effect being an extension of the HR departments of ship owners by caring for the everyday human needs of seafarers.  

· Further, NAMMA serves the industry as the “Honest Broker”.  At the 2007 National Maritime Day in Washington DC, NAMMA provided a forum to discuss the conditions of the seafarer, with an emphasis on how those conditions can be improved in order to make the job of recruiting new members to the profession.

· NAMMA encourages best practices in the shipping industry through its annual Seafarer Salute Award to SeaRiver Maritime, Inc. (ExxonMobil affiliate) for the excellence in caring for its crews and the Joe Gerson Humanitarian Award to Lloyd’s List for its outstanding journalism on behalf of seafarer rights.  These were presented at the World Maritime Day Observance in New York City on October 25, 2007.  

· NAMMA co-sponsored with the IMO and MARAD the second annual observance of World Maritime Day in North America – linking us with the International Maritime Community.  The topic for this observance was “The IMO’s Response to Current Environmental Challenges”.  The Secretary General of IMO, Efthimios Mitropoulos, Vice Commandant Vivien Crea, SeaRiver’s Will Jenkins, INTERMEPA’s Nicky Pappadakis and the Director General of HELMEPA, Dimitris Mitsatsos were in attendance and helped launch the North American Marine Environmental Protection Association (NAMEPA).  NAMEPA will initiate a broad based environmental education program to seafarers through NAMMA’s 150 port ministry network in North America and the Caribbean. 

By contributing to NAMMA and its efforts in providing resources to port chaplains, you honor the seafarers and their work to make seaborne transportation efficient, cost effective, safe and an attractive career choice.  Safety and the environment are the hallmarks of today’s maritime industry. Seafarers are custodians of both and deserve to have their well-being secured.

Make your tax deductible donation to NAMMA today and secure the safety and well-being of seafarers for tomorrow.  Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. Maggie Whittingham-Lamont


The Rev. James D. Von Dreele

President, NAMMA




Vice President, NAMMA

